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US. FEARS ATTACKS

On the rising threat, Colonel Linton|  Colonel Linton and other officers also
and other officers said they had been in-| said they had seen evidence in Europe
formed that terrorists in Europe might| that terrorist groups and members of
have beeu planning to break into an un- organizations opposed to nuclear weap-

weapons were stored. said they could comment po further on

. country, or Soviet

' disclosed number of sites where nu-| ons had begun to join forces with the
clear artillery shells and other tactical theft of a nuclear weapon in mind. They
|

Defense Agency Devises Plan
to Protect Storage Depots
From Terrorist Raids

By RICHARD HALLORAN

Special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, Oct. 23 — The United
States par started arL intensive new pro-
gramu intenGed to prevent tenorists
from stealing nuclear weapons. accord-

ing to officials of the Defense Nuclear

ency.
The officials said that for years, se
curity measures had been aimed at pre
tecting nuclear weapons. from sabo-
teurs and cranks, rioting mobs, seizure
during a political upheaval in a foreign

trained to
overrun storage sites in E
‘““But the thing we worry most about
today is the threat from a dedicated ter-
rorisi foree,” said Col. C. R. Linton, di-
rector of physical security for the agen-
cy.

The "Pentagon's classified Defense
Guidance, the five-vear plan that sets
policy for the military services, re.
fiected that concern, saying, *“The ex-
isting program and efforts to improve
the security of nuclear weapons sites
overseas must be sharply accelerated.”

Seek to Improve Intelligence
The new measures to safeguard nu.
clear storage sites in the United States,
Europe, and South Korea include im-

proving intelligence-gathering on ter-} -

rorists by military and civilian agen-
cies; devising better sensors to detect
intruders, and, particularly, i
the training of military guard§ at the
sites. .
The agency has designed a $3 million
test site, to be compieted next year, at
Fort McClellan, Ala., where " military
policemen and other troops trained to
guard storage sites can be tested under
realistic conditions, including . live
demolitions. The site, which will also be
used to test new sensors, -alarms,
fences, lights, and other devices, will
have moveable towers .and fences so
that guards can be tested under condi-
tions resembling those of actual storage

Sought Information From Dozier

While they would not go into detail,
the officers said that the Red Brigades

terrorists who kidnapped Brig. Gea. by the theft of a nuclear weapon, they
James L. Dozier in Italy last December said such a theft could cause a wide

had been seeking tnformation on United f politi
" range of political embarrassments to
storage sites in Europe. | 1pe“(jnited States or, if it happened

“Fortunately,” said Colone! Linton,
“he didn’t know ing.”

Theft Would be Embarrassing’
However, besides the threat’ implied

abroad, to a foreign government.
Tbeysaidtbatwmﬂdbetmeeveut!l

The officers at the Defense Nuclear memmﬁstsdidnotknowbowwdmx

Agency, which assists and advises

nate the weapon. Besides being compH- |

United States forces armed with nu- cated mechanisms, American-built nu-|

clear weapons, said the primary danger
to & nuclear storage site would come
from an armed, trained, and motivated
band of 10 to 12 terrorists. Units larger

than that, they sajd, would be easier for . :
intelligence agencies orfor sensors and, d?{m%ous Imsut.gen hi o c:nser&rn
guards 10 detect. They pointed out m‘fms—é—@'

some puclea: weapons could be lifted. ﬂox%}‘ederal “Bureau ofslnva tion

clear weapons have a series of built-in|
devices to prevent accidental expio-:
sions and to foil thieves.

The new program to safeguard nu-

areas.

and carried by a single man while
would require transport by

_ cause the funds

] a es cers said.
e Cost dif-
ticult to determine, the officers said, be~

vanous Army, Navy, and Air Force op-
erating budgets, plus those of the intelli-
gence w enforcement agencies.

Agency Spending $1¢ Million :
As an indication, however, Colonel!
Linton " said the Defense Nuciear
Agency had 56 research projects on pro-
tective devices underway this year that |
would cost about $10 million, compared :
with eight projects costing $1 million ini
1977, -

Among the projects is the develop-
ment of a device that guards could use
at night so that no lights would be neces.
sary, thus helping to conceal the p1as-:
ence of a storage site or make it diffi-!
cult for terrorists to collect informs- '
tion. The device would be more sophisti.
cated than current nightsight tele-
scopes used by the military.

The officers also said that among the
new protective measures was construc-
tion of ‘“‘hardened‘'barracks in which
quick-reaction forces could be stationed |
and withstand assaults by machine |
guns. But they pointed out that there|'
were 1o stock answers to protecting a
storage site and that each must have a
pian taking into account the location
and size of the site and the terrain and
foliage around it. : ‘
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